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Shelling out used o mean something ey
different in Beirut during the wars. Now it's
simply shorthand far the massive imestment
that is helping bring impressive new buildings,
bars, boutigues and even bodies to the
resurgent Levantine capital,

Yo might not want o rush to buy any
government bonds just yet, but as its financial
travails ease, BA is certainky getting its groove
back. You can hardly move for hip hotels, the
nightlife ik unbalesvable and the people are a5
beautiful & advertised. 11's the new Miami,

A neglected Euro classic thal hag much more Lo
offer than its sex, sailors and savelays repuiation
might suggast. Hamburg is Germany's creative
capital, a winspme poet that has shrugged off its
Hanseatic hautewr and made like a modern

CIty shiowld.

Like the lady might hawe sakd, whien 15 2004,

IS wery, very good and whn IUs bad, i's better
Manchester has ahways been a party city and

the home af 24-hour party paople, but these days
the bash is likely to be held somewhere that
looks every hit as pood as you'll feal.

There was a time when Montreal was happy
just being the third largest Francophone City in
the world - but whio really wanis to come

after Kinshasa? Mot since its pre-1976 Olympic
guphoria has the city had such confidence.
Visit sefore the word gets oul

Dur desert island design destination is now
warthy of much more than a weekend shopping
trip. There are great hotels, bars and restaurants,
a hot new neighbourhood and stunning lecals.
One thing hasn't changed, thowgh: this is strictly
A SUMmmer City.
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EDITOR'S LETTER

WALLPAPER NAVIGATOR™* ISSUE 3

Sometimes, especially when travelling, it's the little
things that matter. It might be something as simple as
knowing where to locate a sanctuary of earth tones
and luxurious De Sede seating among the overblown
riot of colour and high-spirited holiday-makers at the
airport departure lounge. It could be a little tip from
the celebrated chef Fernando Trucco that steers

vou in the direction of exactly the right cut of meat
in Buenos Aires’ many excellent steak restaurants
(ojo de bife, since you ask). But it's these little things
that are always the hardest to find. That's why we've
made it our mission to make travel simple again.

We want only to offer information that will transform
the way you experience the seven most interesting
cities in the world right now. We won't list every

last museum, motel and mercado in the greater
metropolitan area: only those places we enjoyed and
which we think you will enjoy too. We'll offer tips

on what to order, when to go and who to ask for.
And, because not all hotel rooms are created equal,
we’'ll advise you which offer the best combination

of style and value. What we won't do is outstay our
welcome. These are the cities we think you should

be visiting right now and the places to be seen

this season. In August, we will publish another batch
of must-see destinations. Until then, we look

forward to reading yvour suggestions and comments
on contact@wallpaper.com. Bon vovyage
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WORLD VIEW
NAVIGATOR* GUIDES YOU THROUGH THE CITY

EDITOR WARREN SINGH BARTLETT. PHOTOGRAPHER DOUGLAS FRIEDMAN

Iroically, it teok one terrible tragedy (o make the wardd  they stared o come back 1w Lebanon in drowes off fine diming, dance-till-you-drap nightlife, a vibrant  friction that gives the city iS lerocious energy Coniess
lorget another. Beirue is a city that has been straggling  Invessment and wourists poured in and, last vear arts scene, a cluster of summer cultural festivals that  and coptradiction make i everyithing vou dsdn't think it
for years to convinee peaple it is no benge

fET A Mg rmivals exceeded the 1.4 million whe came 1o the irtract big-name artiss and an avalanche of smaller  would be, and more than vou eser expeclod

ared and, as such, it may be the sole beneficiory of the  country in 1974 - the vear before the wars begar events, Bedrun is blossoming, Hirtorically the region®s neoral zone, the place the
#venis of 11 September 2001, If 20002 was the vear Arabs pediscovens] Lebanon The wildly different perspectives s inhabitants  Middle East came go be free, Beirun 13 now a rhinr-

When those o Arab coaniries suddenly foomd 2004 sens the year the mese af the world succumbed o havr mn hiowe o lee Fife = for nfleences, check Tehran, owghly modern city wisere everyiling 15 possibbe, cven
ihemsedves less than weloome in Europe and the US Beimun's glonous (rlevelaton. With its combination Rivaddh, the Left Bank and the West Coest - provide the  if it st always neoessanly permimed
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SIGHTSEER
THE BEST OF THE CITY
IN JUST ONE DAY

It is impossible (o visit Betrut and ol come Acro

LOHNE ACEOSS
remimants b the sare. They are & eonstans sulimexr in
sl coiverRarions and have left scars af borh the sy
chalegical and strsctural wariery all over rewn. While

oy e ;Il L II'i'\'l ane Amanoeur-wannabes can

l =159)@. b

uidl | VAT Ay, ol
" milnig &

pcome heere these days and still poreray Lebakon as some
kind of Heart of Darkness, and cnly poste-sear junkee
can visil and overlook the inemedabdle, vibiand ey Beire
hkas bearname e country's dessades of comllsd ane under-
wtandaldy of intere 10 mogl visiors

For those needing detail, |::|: lopraphy books and
vrar hisiories abound [(Robsert Fask's Prey ¢fee Nadooi 18 a
wen] starting point]. But for these with a desire 10 leasn
1 [5ttle in & short dme, a trip aloag the old Green Line
which once physically divided the city inlo @ast and
wost = Christian and Muslim - £ & gpood way bath oo sl
a sense of Beirut's recent past and o appreciate th

monumental efforts the Lebanese have made o over-

) i come the wars they refer oo as ‘the evente
e GEMMAYZE

A THE CITY'S MOST
UP-AND-COMING ARE

In ihe DRFov SIeeeE amind fae Gosdud, just east of
tha gparkling new Downlown, the as architectural
TN E L] of old Beinan has dscoversd a fresh resson o
live. An inflox of desioners, arists, Coutifiers and
media nvpes has caused the neighbourbood™ median
B age toplummet, and e restaurants, bars, gallecies ancd

Penitaguaes that falbowed them are beginaing o tum e

= Copand e o destination the whide city can e
Yped Gemimeneibes Bisd i all terrilly amusing. In
Winet Bl Besn Part the early 19704, their neighbourbosd was declarsd
umsuived 10 modern life. People wanted parking spaces
el rather than wrought-irom baloomses. The whole area
; wiad in danger of being torm dovn amld fomed inio high

Eainlan
rises, Those “unsuitails PSS ANE DY \.'I'-'IIJ.\_I"'.'
GARMATLL Bands bar significant sums of mooey

Several new developments are in the warks, bur

enowgh remains of old Gemmayze o dilute their

degay BN Blar imfuence. Having survived the wars amd the wreckers
Besll, this guaner isn’ abowt o surrender o Mammon.

B/ STREET FOSTERS LE BALCOON DES CREATERS LE CHLF ERPALE &O SAIRSOHTE WS DaMASLUS RULD GHREER LURE MARTYRE" SOAUAF
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When a hook called Concrere Kepiabi

el
couple of vears back, its lament of the 1oss of Lebanar
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BEIRUT
URBAK LIFE
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INSIDER'S GUIDE
RANA ALAMEDDINE

hctress Bana Alameddine, who divides her time
tsetiween Lebanon amd Los Angeles, has recently
retwrmed 1o Beirut alter spending & vear in Montreal
weliibe her lusbamd, Elie Karem, wrote a book. “$han

rners

can 1 =nv? she lauzhs. 1 came back because
are o many thines thiat nesd 1o be done here.
‘When it comes tooeating out, Alnmeddine’s pre

rue Giorausd

terred lunch spat i

(e mimayeL 01 580 B171, and at hreakfast she
likes (rue Monog), Fw s geod balgas
wheat dishes and kitsch décor. Dinner as (e

Monot, T 01 330 119) & as much aboar chanming
with Jesws, the scoemiric lamencoedancing owner
a% it i about the tapas. At ! 1 (e Ahdel
Wahab Al-lmglizi 150, TO1 322 8411, the Ane selec-
tivn of wines is complemented by a sleek interor

o relax, Alameddine likes the archaso Al al
park behingd Bank Streer in downeown: and, for a
coHee I'._. the sen ar sumset, shi enjovs thi xII;J!|I|_|
& -'-|:. LRas Berae, 1T 48] #43 344])

VARDLLD
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WHERE TO STAY
OUR PICK OF
THE TOP HOTELS

Beirur's most famous hotel i o main. For the best pare o
the 20th century, the legendary St GeOrpes was hame
o mnarchs, billionaires, spics and Hollywood siars

bt now, locked in a conflict with the government, B
Langulshis in o development limba, even & its fomer
comperices, the Phoenicia, has been resurrécted

With the fow quality hotels that do exist ofven
boaked o bursting point and towrist Rgures seq o rise
farther, Lehamon has gome inte overdrive. Hilton, Grand
Hyait and Four Seasons are all comimg bo town, but it s
the eity's boutigue porential that is most mteresting. As
latela sisch as the Albergo show, Beiret is st it most
sedisetive when it keweps things small. Ko surprise ther
that there are ar beast four bootigue hotels curreniy
planned, including one in the Wadi Abou Jamil
|"-'i¥\.|||"'"-"| sl Thes I, & callabaration bebween
architect Bermmard Khoury and designer Philippe Starck
i due v apen & couple of years. By which time i
shauld be easy 1o fnd spmeswhens sexy to stay.
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ERRER COASTERS

BEIRUT
SHOPPING STRIKE

O KASRATLY RDSE WL TER | TaLIAN IORIE LIGHT L Py SHIFPING

RETAIL HIT LIST
THE CITY’S BEST SHOPS, PLUS THE
PRODUCTS TO MAKE A BEELINE FOR
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IN JUST ONE DAY
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BUENDOS AIRES
HEIGHBOURHOOD

FIERINA DI&LESS] KICKS

PUERTO MADERO ESTE
THE CITY’'S MOST
UP-AND-COMING AREA

DevElopment o che dockland anea ol Paermo Madern

Espe, plerwred right. 12 what §s ourrencly Kesping chs
chattering classes al Buenos Alres in chal Alan Faena
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ifends bo Barn e 8 midean of CORbEMporacy an -
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Thee paarl. opsefia] 16 che 18808 fow Dimly holds gl

sitention of the creaive crowd. Although it remairn o
W deen who makes e neighboursosd their awn, ch
semse of security, the stylish watenide promemades
lamlscaped by bacal urban desgn star Diana Cabreza
amid ifs proximity o the Costanera Sur ecalogica
reserve are making this quarter the Boeoarite spot for
perambualating Porteias of all ages.
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SHOPPING STRIKE

THE CITY'S BEST SHOPS, PLUSETHE
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